A Message for our Executive Director

Thankfully the sun decided to come out from behind all the rain clouds that we had had all through the month of April. What does that tell me? The angels were smiling on our 13th annual Komen Ozark Race for the Cure and what a beautiful day it truly was!!
It actually began the evening before with the traditional Pasta Party sponsored by Washington Regional. The evening was made extra special with two incredible community contributions that you will read about later in our newsletter. In addition, Candy Coburn, a well known country singer and Ambassador for Susan G. Komen entertained us as we all enjoyed the fabulous meal prepared by the men and women of St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish. 

This year our signature event the Komen Ozark Race for the Cure broke all records with over 16,000 registered participants. The addition of our inaugural 10K race had rave reviews as well as 607 runners. Most importantly we were fortunate and raised more than $1 million to support our local and national mission. We thank you for investing in our mission!


 

This year we partnered with one of our grantees Washington Regional Cancer Support Home to provide screening on race day. Thirteen women took advantage of this program and saw a volunteer physician for a clinical breast exam. Of these 13 women, 8 of them needed a follow up with a screening or diagnostic mammogram.  What a wonderful way to bring our PROMISE full circle.

I would like to extend my appreciation to all our volunteers and especially those that served on our 2011 Race for the Cure Steering Committee. These special people dedicated a full year to help plan and execute the race. They certainly deserve a round of applause.
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Congratulations to Springdale School District for having the largest “Teens for the Cure” team. This year we had over 625 students run, walk, cheer or volunteer for the race. It is inspiring to see these students giving back and supporting our mission!
 
We also welcome Patti Kimbrough to our team. Patti joins us as our Director of Mission Services. Patti has spent the past 6 years with the University of Arkansas. If you don’t know Patti I know you soon will. She has a personal connection with our mission and understands the importance of funding and finding the cures for breast cancer. 

Thank you again for what each and every one of you do to support Susan G. Komen for the Cure!

Alison J. Levin

Lowell Race for the Cure

After participating in the Lowell Race for the Cure at school for 4 years Chloe Becksted decided she wanted to do more for such a great cause. This is the second year this 4th grader at Lowell Elementary has sold Pink Lemonade to help her school meet there Race for the Cure goal. This year Chloe wanted to raise $400.00 of the schools goal of $2,000.00. She made her lemonade and baked some cookies and with the help of friends and family she set up for her 2nd annual Pink Lemonade and Cookies for the Cure. She not only met her goal but surpassed it raising over $600.00!!!! This helped to send her schools total higher. With the help of a big hearted little girl Lowell Elementary raised $3839.11 for the Susan G. Komen foundation. Way to go Chloe. She has proved she is Brave enough to Race for the Cure!!!
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Bentonville High School Girls Softball PINK OUT
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On April 29th the Bentonville High School Girls Softball team along with the Future Tigers played at the 2nd annual “Pink Out” game!!  The players decked out in PINK recognized breast cancer survivors!!! This is what I what I call keeping your PROMISE!! Thank you to Coach Early for supporting our mission!

 
University of Arkansas Coach Tom Collen presented the Ozark Affiliate a check 
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In the amount of $5200 that was raised during the annual Pink Zone game. 

 

Jamie Urlick with Terra Studios presents the Ozark Affiliate a check
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in the amount of $3289.10 from the sales of the Pink Bird of Hope.

 

Ozark Affiliate welcome Patti Kimbrough as the new Director of Developement

Patti Kimbrough joined the Susan G. Komen Ozark Affiliate in May 2011, after 6 years of serving as the
Director of Guest Services for the University of Arkansas. Kimbrough assumes the new role of Director of Development for our Ozark Affiliate. Kimbrough has over 15 years of development experience with the UA, past Executive Director of the Alzheimer’s Association of Oklahoma/Arkansas and as public relations specialist for Beverly Enterprises (now Golden Ventures).

Kimbrough is a Fort Smith native and now lives in Fayetteville with her husband James, pets Hershey and Boo and their daughter Madeleine Kimbrough who attends Rockhurst University in Kansas City, where she will be a junior studying chemistry/ pre-med next fall.

Patti comes to us with great passion for the cause, after losing both her mother and grandmother to breast cancer, please join us in welcoming her to our team! Patti can be reached at: patti@komenozark.org or by calling: (479) 750-7465.
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New Ozark Affiliate Grantee Highlight

New to the Ozark Affiliate’s grant program is Summit Medical Center in Van Buren, Arkansas.  Summit Medical Center is the first organization based out of Crawford County that has been funded directly with Komen dollars.  In the past, residents in Crawford County would have to be referred to Sparks Hospital or St. Edward’s Medical Center for Breast Health services with Komen dollars.  The Ozark Affiliate is very excited to have Summit Medical Center amongst our list of grantees!

Summit Medical Center was awarded $21,960 by the Ozark Affiliate for the 2011-2012 grant year.  The grant will focus on creating greater breast health awareness and a lower breast cancer mortality rate in Crawford County including the rural communities of Mulberry, Mountainburg, Rudy and Cedarville.  The proposed program would also target Hispanic and Asian women currently working at factories such as Tyson and Simmons in Crawford County.  The grant will allow Summit Medical Center to provide free mammograms to those men and women who do not qualify for BreastCare and help facilitate the process by making appointments immediately at on-site rural locations.  In the past, the hospital has relied on Arkansas BreastCare to provide free screenings and mammograms to patients; however, funding is limited and the program has not included any education or outreach to the rural communities.  Through the grant awarded by theOzark Affiliate, more women will be served, thus continuing the promise to save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.

If you would like to know more information about the grant that Summit Medical Center was awarded or to find out if you, or someone you know, that lives in Crawford County qualifies for a free mammogram, contact Stacy Calderera at stacy.caldarera@hma.com or (479) 474-3401.
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River Valley 2nd Annual Business Women's Lunch

The 2nd Annual Business Women's Luncheon was held Wednesday June 11th at Hardscrabble Country Club in Fort Smith AR.  We were privileged to host 70 women from various businesses and organizations in the Crawford and Sebastian County areas. This year we had a variety of  interesting speakers. Pamela Bowie - Program Director of the Arkansas Cancer Coalition explained the ACC and it's many collaborations through the state of Arkansas to fight cancer.  Alison Levin - Executive Director of The Ozark Affiliate  spoke about history of Susan G. Komen for the Cure and the Promise between two sisters.   Tammy Pendleton - Breast Cancer Survivor shared shared her heart touching story of her battle against breast cancer.   Lorie Robertson - Survivor and Chairperson of Paint the Park Pink 5 energized the audience with the announcement of the upcoming Fort Smith event. Teresa Jones - River Valley Rural Outreach Coordinator of The Ozark Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure shared information of educational programs available in the River Valley.  

Lunch was provided by Hardscrabble Country Club and a Summer Fashion Show was presented by Sheri Jordin from Talbot's.  This event was made possible through an educational grant from the Arkansas Cancer Coalition.
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Congratulations to Sarah Faitak for being appointed by Governor Beebe to the Arkansas BreastCare Advisory Board

Sarah Faitak, RN, Director of Clinical Services at The Breast Center, was recently appointed by Governor Beebe to the Breast Cancer Control Advisory Board. In this role, Sarah will advise the Governor and Arkansas Department of Health in the operations of BreastCare, a program which offers screening mammograms and diagnostic testing to uninsured and underinsured women of Arkansas. We are so proud of Sarah for receiving this honor and know she will bring great knowledge and experience to her new role!
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Pink Thoughts

Patti Brigman
Art Teacher
Walker Elementary/Shaw Elementary 

I was diagnosed with breast cancer in July of 2010. This was one of a handful of days in my life whose smallest details I will forever remember. It was also a day I was slammed with the realization that my life would forever be changed. However, I did not expect it to be a day that would change my life for the better. Granted, if I could go back in time and be given a choice I would NEVER choose to have breast cancer. But, since I do have it I have found that life is no longer quite as simple as I once thought. And as my diagnosis later changed and I discovered that my breast cancer was not hormone receptive (as originally believed), but rather the more threatening and ominous triple negative breast cancer, the simplicity of my life became even more distant. The countless everyday issues I once thought were so large and overwhelming suddenly seemed to fade to the background. 

My priorities have changed as it became apparent how much more important spiritual and relational aspects are to me. My faith and my family have been my backbone through all of this. The love and support of my husband and sons have kept me upright and strong. It has also become apparent to me how blest I am to work in two of the best elementary schools in the country. If my faith and family have been my backbone, then my wonderful co-workers (aka: family) at Walker Elementary and Shaw Elementary have been my heart. The love and support I have received from the teachers, staff, students and parents at both schools have been overwhelming. 

So yes, while breast cancer has been a devastating and horrible dark cloud in my life, I have been blest to have my eyes open to the most beautiful silver linings one can imagine. I pray for those who are working towards a cure for this disease, while my advice to those recently diagnosed would be to be open about your feelings, stay as positive as possible, find your support system and let them help you. Count each day as a blessing, because it most certainly is.

 

Brenda Calvert
Speech-Language Pathologist 
Walker Elementary School

I have worked as a Speech-Language Pathologist at Walker Elementary School in Springdale, AR for 20 years.  I am a breast cancer survivor (2 years out).  The support of Walker’s faculty and staff “family” was overwhelming, as was the love and support of my students.  I will forever be appreciative of their kindness and optimism as well as the support of family, friends and medical staff.  Optimism is important in the cancer game…it’s very, very important.  I once read a book with a quote that went something like “cancer didn’t change my life, my life changed cancer”.  Perhaps my survival of a serious car accident 25 years ago had already prepared me for cancer. Like cancer, I was a passenger when all of a sudden the unexpected happened.  In an instant, my life had changed.  I was already cherishing every moment of life and I think it helped me to “get through” cancer.  It was difficult for all of us.  My son was 8 years old then.  I’m very thankful for the HOPE program that got us through a lot of hard times.  It’s important to “stop and smell the roses” in our hectic days and weeks.  Life is good!


Save the Date
June 10-12 Pitch for the Cure

June 14th Rally for the Cure

June 30th Rodeo of the Ozarks-Tough Enough to wear Pink
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