	Letter from Alison J. Levin, Executive Director

Well we sure tried hard to give breast cancer the boot at our recent Pink Ribbon Luncheon!!! More than 600 guests put on their boots and attended our annual luncheon to celebrate Breast Cancer Awareness Month!! Seventeen incredible and courageous breast cancer survivors modeled this falls fashionable boots provided by Warren’s Shoes. Thank you to our sponsors, guests and celebrity boot box artists for making this event extra special. In addition, what about that country singer Candy Coburn and her Pink Warrior tribute song!!!
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Congratulations to Larry Shackelford for being honored with the Komen National Promise of One Award for his outstanding leadership and volunteerism. Larry has served for the past six years as the Treasurer of the Affiliate Board of Directors. In addition, we recognized both the Rodeo of the Ozarks for Tough Enough to Wear Pink and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church for their support of our annual Pasta Party. Both of these outstanding groups received the Gaye Cypert – Power of A Promise Award. What a great way to kick off October!!!
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Please join us in our fall campaign of Less Talk and More Action!! There is a lot of talk out there but we need to follow up this talk with action……encourage your family members, friends and co-workers to make health lifestyle choices, understand their breast cancer risks and get a mammogram!! 

Thank you for supporting our mission…..there are many ways to support breast cancer and I personally thank you for choosing Komen …..Your financial contribution is put to work in our community to support education, screening and treatment. Our mission is global but our impact is local!!!
"Less Talk...More Action"
Recently The Merlin Foundation teamed up with UAMS to provided Mammograms on their mobile unit at the Berryville Walmart. 55 Women were able to get a mammogram several of these were paid for by a Komen grant. 
Thank you Wal-Mart, UAMS, St John's, Susan G. Koman Ozark Affiliate, Anita Engert our Project Director and most of all the brave women who made the decision to care for themselves and do it. 
This is a perfect example of "Less Talk...More Action"
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Seneca, MO 6th grade Youth Football team honors Quarterback's Mother
I wanted to let you know about an event that took place this past Saturday in Seneca, MO. The 6th grade Youth Football team’s quarterback has a mother that is a breast cancer survivor. In recognition of her battle, as well as for Breast Cancer Awareness month, the team did not take the field against the Carthage, MO Tigers in their Seneca Red jerseys with white lettering. Instead, they took the field in pink jerseys with black lettering.
The coolest part was the boys reaction when we told them what we wanted to do. We (I am an Assistant Coach with the team) didn’t tell them until 20 minutes before the game. When we pulled out the jerseys in the locker room to tell them what we wanted to do, every one of the boys lit up and they all started cheering and pulling off their red game jerseys. We also had pink socks to go with their jerseys, and pink tape for them to use to tape up their hands and ankles. 
We all went to the 50 yd. line, and took a knee. Our quarterback, Dawson, went into the stands to get his mother. He bought her out and presented her with a pink rose. Then we all stood up, and had her as an honorary co-captain with the entire team. She also did the coin toss. Finally, all of the boys gave her a pink rose. There wasn’t a dry eye in the stands! It was awesome.
Again, I thought that this was a great story that might bring some joy to others. And we did win, 14-0. We have (2) more regular season games left, and are planning on wearing the pink jerseys for the rest of the season. They seemed to have brought us some good luck!
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Pocket Change
[image: Spare Change.jpg]
Emily Sanders, Cydney Nelson and Abbey Kate Sanders decided they wanted to raise money for "Breast Cancer Awareness" 
so they set up tables at the end of their driveway and collected $113.50 and dontated to the Susan G. Komen Ozark Affiliate. 
Springdale High School girls volleyball team recently held a Dig for the Cure to benefit Susan G. Komen for the Cure!!!
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Pig Trail Harley sponsors "Save the Girls" Ride for the Cure-Saturday October 15th
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Colton's Steak House and Grill "Dine for the Cure" Tuesday October 18th 
Join Colton's Steak House and Grill Tuesday October 18th as they present "Dine in for the Cure" at their Rogers, Fayetteville and Harrison locations.
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The Last Ride Movie Premiere Friday October 21st
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2011 Pink Trash Ball
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[image: Purchase Tickets Button]To the Pink Trash Ball!
Sign-up for Healthy Woman October 1st-December 31st to benefit the Susan G. Komen Ozark Affiliate
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River Valley Events
Paint the Park Pink Saturday September 24th UAFS. 
The 5th annual Paint the Park Pink was held the last Saturday of September to kick off Breast Cancer Awareness Month. This was the third year to hold the walk at the University of Arkansas Fort Smith.
Lorie Robertson was presented the Komen National Promise of One Award for her dedication to our mission and promise!! Lorie has served as the Paint the Park Pink Chair for the past five years….Congratulation Lorie!!
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The Survivor Breakfast was sponsored by Sparks Health System where approximately 300 Survivors and co-survivors were served and entertained prior to the walk. For the second year a Kid’s Area was available for the younger crowd to play games and win prizes. 2011 participant registrations count was 1375 which was up over 40% from 2010.
Thank you to the dedicated committee, volunteers, participants, survivors and supportive sponsors who made Paint the Park Pink 2011 a success. 
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2011 Paint the Park Pink Sponsors:
Randall Ford, Sykes, ERC Properties, Sparks Health System, Academy Sports & Outdoors, B-98, KFSM, Rightmind Advertising, Mercy St Edward Mercy, Junior League of Fort Smith, Central Mall, Kralicek Realty, University of Arkansas – Fort Smith, Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cooper Clinic, Griffin Properties, Outback Steakhouse FS, UAFS Student Nurses Assn. USA Truck, Inc., Verizon, Pepsi, Wilson Home Improvements
Light the Park Pink - Tuesday October 4th Fort Smith

First Annual Light the Park Pink took place at the West End Park in Fort Smith. Trish Anderson owner of Academy of Salon and Spa and her students launched a 3 week campaign to sell pink light bulbs for $5. The bulbs were purchased by people wanting to honor a loved one who had fought breast cancer. On October 4th the students changed out the bulbs of the Ferris Wheel in downtown Fort Smith turning it PINK. Hosting a lighting party at dusk, there were approximately 100 people in attendance as well as newspaper and TV representatives to feature this Komen event and bring attention to Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The Pink Ferris Wheel is visible to 1000s of people each day coming over the Arkansas River bridge into Fort Smith from Oklahoma.
UPCOMING KOMEN River Valley Events:

Panera Bread - Pink Ribbon Bagels Event - Throughout the month of October - Pink Ribbon Bagels and pink coffee mugs will be sold to benefit Susan G. Komen for the Cure - Ozark Affiliate.
Goody's for the Cure - Saturday, October 22nd - Fort Smith and Van Buren - Goody's will donate 10% of all sales from each location.
Ultimutt's 2nd Annual "Bark for the Cure" - Thursday, October 27th - Mars Plant at Chaffee Crossing Registration starts at 5:30pm and walk at 6:00pm. ultimuttdogcare.com
Pink Event at Mojo's Piano Bar - Saturday, October 29th in addition to specials throughout the month of October.
Grantee Spotlight: Hope Cancer Resources
This year, Komen Ozark was able to distribute $750,000 to organizations to help women in our eight county service area. Hope Cancer Resources is one of thirteen organizations that have received funding from Komen Ozark for the 2011-2012 grant cycle. Hope Cancer Resources has a program called “Save-A-Life” that is a comprehensive cancer screening program. The Save-A-Life program provides financial assistance for the uninsured and underinsured for cancer screening and diagnostic tests recommended by a physician, as well as patient navigation and advocacy to help patients establish a medical home. The patient support program provides prescription assistance, emergency financial assistance as well as patient navigation, advocacy and professional counseling one-on-one or in support groups to help address emotional needs of patients and their caregivers throughout the treatment journey. To learn more about Hope Cancer Resources contact Cyndi Bilyeu at (479) 361-5847 or visit www.hopecancerresources.org. 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure® is accepting applications for college scholarships
The scholarships are designed to aid students who would find attending college to be a significant financial burden due to the loss of a parent or guardian to breast cancer, or their own breast cancer diagnosis at age 25 or younger. The scholarship awards $10,000 per year for up to four years for a student to attend a state university in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree. Scholarship recipients serve as Komen Collegiate Ambassadors and must volunteer in breast cancer awareness activities for at least 20 hours per semester. Let your college-bound friends and family know! Visit www.komen.org/scholarship for more information and to apply. Applications must be received by Tuesday, Nov. 15, 2011.
Calendar of Events:
2011
October 21st-11:30 AM 2012 Race for the Cure Kickoff –Hosted by Yoplait-General Mills Office ,Suite 300, Southern Hills Blvd, Rogers, AR 
October 28th- “Dig for the Cure” University of Arkansas Women’s Volleyball
2012 

March 9th-Health Providers Conference, The Jones Center for Family’s- Springdale, AR


Go to komenozark.org 
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