Letter from the Executive Director Alison Levin

September is the beginning of fall and that is when the weather starts to get a little cooler and the beautiful Ozark leaves begin to turn into stunning colors……this is also the time that the pink ribbon begins to become more apparent with the approach of October and the celebration of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

This is our time to pose the question of WHY KOMEN? Many believe that a pink ribbon is just that a pink ribbon and that all breast cancer organizations are the same. At Susan G. Komen for the Cure we know this is not true and we differentiate ourselves from these other organizations in many ways.
The first is transparency. In 2010-2011 the Ozark Affiliate invested $750,000 into local community programs in northwest Arkansas and the River Valley. In addition we have invested another $291,000 to support Komen national breast cancer research. 

Locally 75% of all monies raised stay in our community for local breast health education, screening and treatment. These funds are restricted to breast cancer programs for not-for-profit organizations. A list of these grants can be found on our website at www.komenozark.org  In this newsletter you will also read about our Community Profile that will soon be released. Every two years, we assess our community needs regarding breast cancer to make sure that our donors funds are being used to fill existing needs and gaps in services. We want to know where we need to make our biggest impact.

Susan G. Komen for the Cure has earned the top ratings for financial stewardship and donor recognition for several years. Charity Navigator is the premier independent charity evaluator who rate charities by evaluating two broad areas of financial health, their organizations efficiency and their organizational capacity. Please look for this logo as you make your decision on what organizations you support.


Finally we are only dedicated to breast cancer!  We are predominately a grassroots volunteer organization and our success is based on volunteers giving their time and talent to be leaders. We take one cause and fight it to the best of our ability!  Every major advancement in the fight against breast cancer has been touched by Susan G. Komen for the Cure. Susan G. Komen has helped train more than 400 breast cancer researchers and funded more than 1,800 research projects over the past 30 years. Arkansas has been the recipient of a few of these grants and fellowships!!

Our goal……to energize science to find the cures!!!

I hope this fall you will take the time to make sure that your hard earned money is being invested into products and events that will actually translate into local services. I encourage you to compare Komen against any other not for profit saying to support breast cancer. Komen goes above and beyond to make sure we are living our mission. Should you like any additional information please feel free to call me….thank you again for making an investment in our mission!! 

Melissa Carroll- March 1957-September 2011

[image: image1.jpg]1

Ly
N




Today we lost a great friend…….Melissa Carroll has been a tremendous inspiration to so many in our Komen family. She will truly be missed…….but will remain in our hearts forever!

What does our community look like?

Recently the Ozark Affiliate conducted an assessment in terms of what breast health services and gaps in services existed in the service area.  Findings from the Community Profile will be addressed by the affiliate with educational outreach and grant funding.  The affiliate named priority communities that contained the communities of greatest breast health needs.  

Priority communities for the Ozark Affiliate include Newton, Carroll, Madison, and Crawford counties.  These counties have the highest rates of women not being screened for breast cancer, as well as higher breast cancer incidence rates and mortality rates.  An important priority for the affiliate is how the women in these counties access services.  By examining the Continuum of Care model, the affiliate knows that the treatment and follow-up care will be accessed in other counties and that will need to be taken into consideration during the grant process.  Based on the analysis of data, it is clear that availability and access to breast health care contributes to the mortality rates.

The Ozark Affiliate addresses the access to breast health care by funding a number of different programs.  These programs provide mobile mammography units for women in rural communities to receive a mammogram, gas cards for women and men that can not afford the gas to get a breast health screening or for treatment and breast health navigators to help coordinate and work through what barriers exist for women to receive access to screening, diagnostic and treatment services.

The Ozark Affiliate prides itself on matching the community needs with the programs that are funded through money raised right here in the Ozark Affiliate service area.  Komen is a unique national organization that funds stay in the same community that they are raised.  

If you would like to learn more about grant money that the Ozark Affiliate awards and what good works your money you donate to the affiliate goes to, visit our website at www.komenozark.org or contact Lauren Marquette, Director of Mission Services at Lauren@komenozark.org.

You made it possible…you’ve turned dollars into saved lives!

Susan G. Komen for the Cure is a global entity with a far reaching mission that makes a localized impact within our community and around the world. This global unit has partnered or funded programs in more than 50 countries as part of an approximate $1.9 billion investment in breast cancer research, education and community programs since 1982-and you were with us every step of the way.

Every dollar you invest in the Komen Ozark affiliate makes a difference! Whether it be my raising money as a race team, attending a Komen event, participating as a corporate sponsor or simply by donating …you make it possible for our grantees to serve those in need on a daily basis. You turned dollars into saved lives.

 • You made it possible for a single mother of three to get her annual mammogram

 • You made it possible for an elderly woman to get transportation to her radiation treatment from her rural home

 • You made it possible for a mobile mammography unit to provide breast care services and education in a rural area

 • You helped fund breast self-exam materials being translated into Spanish for young Hispanic women

 • You assisted a young mother of two, with a high-risk, in getting a mammogram because her insurance would not pay for one

A stunning 75 % of every dollar raised for the Ozark affiliate stays right here in our community and 25% goes to research to help fund a cure for breast cancer. We all thank you for making it possible to save lives in such a LOCAL, and meaningful way. 

Your continued investment in the Komen Ozark Affiliate makes you a true life-saver.

Congratulations to Lauren Marquette, Director of Missions "40 under 40"

Each year, Northwest Arkansas Business Journal presents its 40 Under 40 list to recognize intriguing business and political leaders under 40 years old who bear watching.
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Grant Writing Workshop's Scheduled

The Ozark Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® is currently offering grants for innovative projects in the areas of breast health and/or breast cancer education, outreach, screening and treatment support targeting services not otherwise available to low income, underinsured or uninsured women and men.  The affiliate is offering 3 opportunities to attend a mandatory Grant Writing Workshop.  If your agency or organization plans to submit a grant, you must attend a workshop.  All workshops will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  A light lunch will be provided.

 

When & Where
· Monday, October 3rd---Washington Regional Center for Seniors located at 12 East Appleby Road in Fayetteville.

 

·  Tuesday, October 4th---North Arkansas College Center Campus located at 303 North Main Street, STE 304 in Harrison.

 

· Wednesday, October 5th---Fort Smith Public Library located at 3201 Rogers Avenue in Fort Smith.

 

RSVP:  Visit www.komenozark.org to RSVP or email lauren@komenozark.org.


Wacoal’s Fit for the Cure to Benefit the Komen Ozark Affiliate

Area Dillard’s Stores will once again be hosting Wacoal’s annual Fit for the Cure program benefiting the Komen Ozark Affiliate and its mission to eradicate breast cancer. The Dillard’s store at Pinnacle Promenade Mall in Rogers will be hosting its Fit for the Cure event on Wednesday, September 21st, and the Dillard’s store at the Northwest Arkansas Mall in Fayetteville will be hosting its Fit for the Cure event on Thursday, September 22nd. In the River Valley, Dillard’s at Central Mall in Fort Smith will be hosting its Fit for the Cure event on Friday September 23rd. 
Mark your calendars to go out and learn more about proper bra fitting while supporting the mission of the Komen Ozark Affiliate.  For each bra fitting performed during each of these annual events, Wacoal will donate $2 to the Komen Ozark Affiliate.  They will also donate an additional $2 for each Wacoal bra purchased.   Up to $250,000 is eligible for donation by Wacoal to Komen in 2011

Paint the Park Pink 5
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Come be a part of the 5th annual Paint the Park Pink!!!  Since this event began in 2006 you have helped raise over $100,000 to be used to help breast cancer patients in the River Valley!!  
The mission of the Ozark Affiliate is to end breast cancer by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.  We work daily to live by this mission.  Since our Affiliate began in 1998 we have given back over $1 MILLION to the River Valley alone to pay for services such as mammography, emergency financial assistance, mastectomy supplies and educational material….just to name a few. 
However it takes an army to combat breast cancer!  That is why we want to encourage you to participate in the 2011 Paint the Park on September 24th at the University of Arkansas Fort Smith Campus!  Registration for adults is $20 and Children & UAFS Student (with student ID) is $10.
Each registered participant will receive the Paint the Park Pink t-shirt.  However, we can only guarantee the first 1200 to register will receive a shirt (please note while we will do our best to serve you we may not be able to accommodate all shirt size requests).  
If you are a survivor and would like to celebrate your journey then please join us for the Sparks Survivors Breakfast held at the Smith-Pendergraft Campus Center on the UA—Fort Smith campus.  The survivors will receive 2 admittance tickets to the Breakfast when they pick up their shirt. One is the survivor ticket, the other is the co-survivor ticket. The survivor will put their name on the back of their ticket for the door prize drawings. They must have these tickets to get in to the breakfast, Co-Survivors pass will be a ticket and their pink arm band that they must be wearing.
This year the Survivors Breakfast will start at 8:00 and the Walk festivities will begin at 10:00AM sharp at the UAFS Bell Tower.  This is our 2nd year to have a Kid’s Area at Paint the Park Pink.  The Kid’s Area is a fun place for the Kiddoes to play games and win prizes.  
Registration can be made in person after September 2nd at 2414 S. 57th Street in Fort Smith (M-F 9AM-3PM)


 
Contact:  Teresa Jones-

 HYPERLINK "mailto:teresa.komenozark@gmail.com" teresa.komenozark@gmail.com-479-430-4365

Early Registration Starting September 12th


Komen Ozark – River Valley Office 2412 S. 57th Street – Fort Smith, AR  -   
Monday-Friday 10a -2p   
Tuesday September 13th 5p-7p
Thursday Sept 15th 5p-7p
Tuesday September 20th 5p-7p 
Thursday Sept 22nd 5p-7p
or call 479-430-4265 

Academy Sports & Outdoors Fort Smith, AR
Saturday, September, 17th 10a-2p
Friday, September 23rd 10a-2p

Dillard’s Central Mall Fort Smith, AR – Lingerie Department- Friday, September 23rd- 10-2

Randall Ford – 5500 Rogers Ave Fort Smith, AR - Friday, September 16th- 2P-7P

Secret Nook / Beauty Lounge 1500 Rogers Ave FSA Thursday September 15th- 4P – 6 P

Spark’s   Womens Center - Fort Smith, Arkansas

 

Pink Ribbon Luncheon Thursday September 29
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2011
Luncheon 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Springdale Convention Center

$40 per ticket or $400 per table of 10
Tickets available online at www komenozark.org
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For more information on the Pink Ribbon Luncheon please call 479-750-7465

 

Panera Bread "Coffee for a Cure"
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Swing for the Cure
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The 4th Annual Swing for the Cure Golf Classic benefiting the Susan G. Komen Ozark Affiliate will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2011 at Shadow Valley Country Club. This year’s event has two honorary co-chairs: Andy Barron and Jack Sinclair. We will have a morning flight with a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. and an afternoon flight with a 1:30 p.m. shotgun start. In the spirit of competition, we will have an "Andy vs. Jack" contest with the group raising the most sponsorship money earning a 1 stroke advantage.* So make sure to indicate which team you want your money going toward; Andy, Jack or split it 50/50. We hope to have a great day of golf and raise a lot of money! The event will kick off with a Friday night Sponsor Reception on October 14th at 6:00 p.m. For more information on sponsorship opportunities please call Patti Kimbrough at: 479-750-7465 or email: patti@komenozark.org. 

Pink Trash Ball is Back!


The 5th Annual Pink Trash Ball is Back! Mark your calendars for this fun and eclectic event scheduled for Thursday (Thursday is the new Friday), November 10, 2011 at George’s Majestic Lounge on Dickson Street in Fayetteville. Happy hour will begin at 6 pm, with the band starting at 7 pm and the night will conclude at 10:30 pm. This year’s feature entertainment is the group “Vocal Trash” out of Dallas, Texas. This event will be the fun time you’ve been looking for and all for a really great cause. Brian Crowne and the crew at George’s roll out the pink carpet for Susan G. Komen so make plans to attend, for additional information or sponsorship opportunities please contact Patti Kimbrough at: 479-750-7465 or email at: patti@komenozark.org.

Northwest Health "Healthy Woman Event"
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The Healthy Woman program i a series of health education events
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River Valley Events:
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Save the Dates:


2011
September 21st Wacoal’s “Fit for the Cure”-Dillard’s- Pinnacle Hills Promenade Mall- Rogers, AR

September 22nd-Wacoal’s “Fit for the Cure- Dillard’s- Northwest Arkansas Mall-Fayetteville, AR

September 23rd- Wacoal’s “Fit for the Cure- Dillard’-Central Mall-Fort Smith, AR

September 24th-5th Annual Paint the Park Pink-University of Arkansas Fort Smith Campus- Fort Smith, AR

September 29th- Pink Ribbon Luncheon- Holiday Inn Convention Center-Springdale, AR

October 15th- Swing for the Cure, Shadow Valley Country Club, Rogers, AR

October 21st-2012 Race for the Cure Kickoff 

November 10th-Pink Trash Ball, George’s Majestic Lounge, Fayetteville, AR

2012 
March 9th-Health Providers Conference, The Jones Center for Family's-Springdale, AR

