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Lace up your cleats and grab your glove because the 5th annual Pitch for the Cure is June 11-13.   

Pitch for the Cure is a girls' fastpitch softball tournament that raises funds for Chicks Charities but also has additional global ambitions attached to it.  Pitch for the Cure connects regional youth to fight against breast cancer and empower girls to be active for change in their communities.

The 5th Annual Pitch for the Cure is presented by Northwest Arkansas Fastpitch Softball Association (dba Springdale Chicks), in special partnership with the Ozark Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®. 

Since creating and presenting the first Pitch for the Cure in 2006, Pitch for the Cure has raised $62,500 for Komen Ozark!!  This event donates 20% of all profits plus some of the weekend fundraising activities that are donated 100% to Komen Ozark.  

Each team that participates in the Pitch tournament is challenged to collect and bring a team challenge donation that will be given directly to Komen Ozark.  This donation is tax-deductible for each team or individual that donates.  Online donations can be accepted through each Team Fundraising Site on the Pitch for the Cure website.  Donations can also be made to a general Pitch 2010 fund that will go directly to Komen.  During the tournament these donations will be presented to the Ozark Affiliate and an award for the most substantial team donation will be given.  

Our 3-day weekend event involves over 145 girls' fastpitch softball teams for 8U MP, 10U, 12U, 14U, 16U and 18U brackets, plus vendors, sponsors, volunteers and ballparks in Springdale, Fayetteville and Rogers, AR.

In 2006 the Pitch Tournament started with 68 teams and then increased that to 88 teams in 2007.  Pitch 2008 had 102 registered teams and in 2009 there were 142.  For this year’s Pitch for the Cure they have registered 166 teams!!  

Thank you Pitch for the Cure!

 

Introducing the 2011 Race Chair.....
The Ozark Affiliate would like to formally introduce the 2011 Race for the Cure Chair, Stephna Masters.  Stephna served as the 2010 co-chair alongside with Chad Sullivan but in 2011 she will take over the reigns. 

Stephna is high energy and full of pep and will make a wonderful Race Chair.  Her full time job includes training people in running clubs as well as a fashion consultant.  

The Ozark Affiliate is pleased to have Stephna on board and looks forward to another successful Race under her leadership!

 
Does the Environment Raise the Risk of Breast Cancer? The Institute of Medicine Poised to Get to Better Answers with Susan G. Komen for the Cure® Grant 
With widely divergent opinions within the scientific community on the role of chemicals, the environment and lifestyle in cancer development, Susan G. Komen for the Cure® is working with the prestigious Institute of Medicine (IOM) to get to better answers.

Komen for the Cure is investing more than $1.25 million for the IOM to review and assess the strength of the science regarding any possible link between breast cancer and the environment and also consider evidence-based preventive actions women might take to reduce their risk of the disease. It also will consider whether people with known genetic risk factors for breast cancer (including BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutations, family history and breast density) are more susceptible to environmental exposure than people with no known risks

 

How the 2009 Grant Dollars Were Used
The goal of Komen for the Cure is to end breast cancer.  As many of you are aware 75% of all that the Ozark Affiliate makes is spent on the mission to fulfill that goal.  A part of that mission is our grantee programs that the Affiliate funds annually.  The majority of the funding for those grant programs comes from the money raised at the Race for the Cure.  

 

In 2009 the Ozark Affiliate funded 13 grantees for a total of $750,000.  So what exactly did they do with that $750,000?  Here is just a quick snapshot of all of the amazing work that was done in our 8 county service area:

            Clinical breast exams: 444

            Screening mammograms: 1,500

            Diagnostic services (ultrasounds, biopsies, MRI): 1,134

            Breast Cancers diagnosed: 29 (4 under 40 y/o; 11, 40-49 y/o; 14, 50-64 y/o)

            Navigation services provided to those diagnosed: 1,618

            Total # of people educated on breast cancer: 39,219

(Note: this statistics were self-reported by those using the grantee programs so some information may not be an accurate reflection of actual services utilized).

 

What an amazing year!  The Ozark Affiliate would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to all of the 2009 grantees  as well as all of the sponsors and everyone who participated in a Komen event…………because without YOUR support 29 breast cancers may not have been diagnosed……

 

Keep your Calendar Open in October!
The Komen Ozark Affiliate is busy planning celebrations and events for October in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness month. A variety of opportunities and events are planned so participants as well as sponsors can show support of our mission to eradicate breast cancer.  

 

Check out the calendar of events below, and don’t forget to mark your calendars!

Friday, October 1, 2010 – Pink Ribbon Luncheon 

October 8, 9, and 10, 2010 – Shadow Valley Showcase of Homes and Taste of Northwest Arkansas 

Saturday, October 9, 2010 – Paint the Park Pink, University of Arkansas Fort Smith

October 15 – 17, 2010 – Shadow Valley Showcase of Homes and Swing for the Cure Golf Tournament 

Friday, October 29, 2010 – Pink Trash Ball, George’s Majestic Lounge in Fayetteville 

 

For more information regarding any of these events, please contact Mary Purvis at maryp@komenozark.org, or call (479) 750-7465.  

 

Grantee Corner
Girl Scouts Speaks about the Importance of Early Detection
[image: image2.jpg]A

Girl Scouts.



   For almost a century, Girl Scouting has built girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place. While the values have remained the same, Girl Scouting’s service delivery has been transformed to better meet the needs and interests of girls in the 21st century.  With this transformation, the Girl Scouts - Diamonds Council has the unique opportunity to offer a breast health education project to approximately 3,000 girls and 1,300 women across the Ozark Affiliate’s entire service area. Beginning in the fall girls will learn about breast health and breast cancer prevention through an innovative, “In the Pink,” interest project/patch program offered by Girl Scouts USA. Through this program, girls in grades 6-12 will plan and implement their own breast health educational activities. Girls in grades 5 and under will learn about healthy behaviors like exercise that may help prevent breast cancer.  Troop leaders and other volunteers will learn the importance of screening for early detection of breast cancer, including how to perform breast self exams, and how and where to get a mammogram and financial help for screening and treatment. This will be accomplished through presentations by healthcare professionals, newsletters, and Komen educational materials.  Pre/post tests for women and troop leader assessments for girls will measure knowledge gains, such as what to do if a lump is found. Ultimately, “Breast Health Education for Arkansas Diamonds” will result in more women getting breast cancer screening.

 

Calendar
June:
11-13: Pitch for the Cure

August
6: Pink in the Park, Arvest Ballpark

October: 
1: Pink Ribbon Luncheon

8-10: Shadow Valley Showcase of Homes

9: Paint the Park Pink, University of Arkansas Fort Smith Campus

15: Shadow Valley Golf Tournament

29: Pink Trash Ball
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MailScanner has detected a possible fraud attempt from "ozark.info-komen.org" claiming to be Go to komenozark.org 
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